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BienvenueBienvenue
Objectifs 
In these preliminary lessons you 
will learn to:

✔ greet people

✔ say good-bye to people

✔ ask people how they are

✔ ask and tell names

✔ express simple courtesies

✔ find out and tell the days of the week

✔ find out and tell the months of the year

✔ count from 1 to 30

✔ find out and tell the time

Leçons
préliminaires

�

2.

1.

Preview
In the Bienvenue section, students
will begin their study by commu-
nicating immediately in French. In
this preliminary section, they will
learn to greet one another, take
leave of one another, ask and tell
names, express simple courtesies,
use days of the week and months
of the year, count from 1–30, and
tell time.

National Standards

Communication
In this preliminary section, stu-
dents will communicate in spoken
French on the following topics:
• greeting others
• saying good-bye
• being polite
• dates and seasons
• counting
• telling time

LEVELING
The activities, conversations, and 
readings within each chapter are
marked according to level of difficulty.
E indicates easy. A indicates average.
C indicates challenging. Some activities
cover a range of difficulty. In some 
activities, for example, advanced stu-
dents will be able to produce more 
extensive responses while students
who learn at a different rate may give
less detailed responses. The leveling
indicators will help you individualize
instruction to best meet your 
students’ needs.

The preliminary lessons are all E.
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Photographs Throughout
their study of French in Bon
voyage!, students will learn about
the many areas of the world
where French is spoken. In this
preliminary opener, students see
photos of young people from 
representative areas of the
Francophone world.

9.

8.

6.

1. Karim Ashour, Tunis, Tunisie
2. Yvonne Senghor, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
3. Jacques Ferrand, Montréal, Canada
4. Thérèse Nguyen, Lyon, France
5. Yves Clémenceau, Fort-de-France, Martinique
6. Ahmed Rashid, Paris, France
7. Vincent Daudet, Rouen, France
8. Élodie Lutz, Strasbourg, France
9. Marie Robert, Marseille, France

7.

5.

un � 1

The TeacherWorks CD-ROM is an all-in-one planner
and resource center. You may wish to use several of
the following features as you plan and present the

Bienvenue material: Interactive Teacher Edition, Interactive Lesson Planner with
Calendar, Point and Click Access to Teaching Resources, Hotlinks to the Internet, and
Correlations to the National Standards.

All-In-One Planner and Resource Center
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Préliminaire APréliminaire A Bonjour!

2 � deux BIENVENUE

Salut!
Get up from your desk. Walk around the classroom. Say hello to each
classmate you meet.

Ça va?
Work with a classmate. Greet one another and find out how things 
are going.

2

1

When someone wants to know how you are doing and asks Ça va?,
there are several different answers you can give.

Ça va.
Bien, merci.
Ça va très bien.
Pas mal, merci.

Salut! Ça va?

Oui, ça va. Et toi?

Très bien, merci.

Salut!

Greeting people

Préliminaire APréliminaire A

Preview
In this short lesson, which should
take less than one class period,
students will learn to greet their
peers and older people.

Students will say Salut! (and perhaps 
shake hands).

Students will use the greetings in the text.
Dialogues may include:

Salut! / Salut! Ça va?
Oui, ça va. Et toi? / Pas mal, merci.

2

1

ANSWERS

Greeting people

Step 1 Have students repeat the
conversation with as much expres-
sion as possible. Begin with books
open. Then repeat with books
closed.

Step 2 Have students read the
conversation aloud in pairs.

Step 3 Use simple drawings of
faces to illustrate so-so, content,
and very happy. Have students
identify the corresponding re-
sponse to Ça va? for each face.

Step 4 Have students stand and
greet each other using a brisk,
French-style handshake.

Presentation
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PRÉLIMINAIRE A trois � 3

More greetings

1. Salut! is an informal greeting that you can use with people your own age.
When you greet an older person, you may use the following expressions.

2. Note that the titles monsieur, madame, and mademoiselle are almost
always used without the last name of the person.

Bonjour!
Draw some figures on the board. Some will represent friends your own
age and others will represent older people. Greet each of the figures on
the board properly.

Salutations
Look at these photographs of young people in France and Martinique.
As they greet one another they do some things that are different from
what we do when we greet each other. What do you notice in the
photographs?

4

3

Bonjour, madame.

Bonjour, monsieur.

Bonjour, mademoiselle.

FL.B.1.1.2 (M)

Préliminaire APréliminaire A

It is suggested that you present
these preliminary lessons for oral
work only. Writing begins in
Chapter 1.

Paired Activity
Have students work in pairs to

make up their own exchanges for
greeting each other. Call on volunteers
to present their skits to the class.

Additional Practice Have students
practice greeting the following people.
1. their history teacher
2. a young saleswoman at the department

store
3. their parents’ friend, Mrs. Smith
4. their neighbor, Mr. Roberts
5. the school principal 

R e a c h i n g  A l l  S t u d e n t s
Answers will use the appropriate greetings
taught on pages 2–3.

Men shake hands, two women or a man 
and a woman give each other a light kiss 
on each cheek.

4

3

ANSWERS

More greetings

Step 1 Greet each student:
Bonjour, Michel. Have students
answer you appropriately:
Bonjour, madame (monsieur,
mademoiselle).

Step 2 Name other adults from
school (librarian, secretary, etc.)
and have students state an appro-
priate greeting for each.

Presentation
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Préliminaire BPréliminaire B Au revoir!

Saying good-bye 

1. A very common expression to use when saying good-bye to someone
is Au revoir.

2. If you plan to see the person again soon, you can say À bientôt! If you
plan to see the person very soon, you can say À tout à l’heure. If you
plan to see the person the next day, you can say À demain.

3. An informal expression you often hear is Ciao. It comes from Italian
and is used in many parts of Europe. 

Ciao!
Go over to a classmate and say good-bye to him or her.

À bientôt!
Work with a classmate. Say Ciao to each other and let one another
know when you will be getting together again.

Au revoir!
Say good-bye to your French teacher. Use monsieur, madame, or
mademoiselle, as appropriate. Then say good-bye to a friend. Use a
different expression with each person.

3

2

1

4 � quatre BIENVENUE

Ciao, Thomas.
À tout à l’heure. Ciao, Charlotte.

Au revoir, madame. Au revoir, Christine.

Préliminaire BPréliminaire B

Preview
In this lesson, students will learn
farewell expressions. Préliminaire
A and B together should take
about one classroom period.

Recycling
You are walking down the street
in Poitiers, in western France,
when you run into one of your
French friends (your partner).
Greet each other and ask each
other how things are going.

Students will use one of the expressions taught
on page 4.

Students will say Au revoir! or Ciao!, followed
by either À bientôt!, À tout à l’heure!, or
À demain! 

Students will use two of the expressions taught
on page 4.

3

2

1

ANSWERS

Saying good-bye

Step 1 Have students look at the
photo as they repeat the expres-
sions for leave-taking.

Step 2 Have students read Items
1–3 aloud or read them to stu-
dents. Have the class repeat each
word or expression in unison.

Presentation

Non-Mastery Students Oral repe-
tition is a good way to help students re-
member vocabulary. Have a student near
the front of the room say good-bye to a
student seated nearby, using an appropri-
ate expression. Continue around the room,
having each student say good-bye to a
neighbor using any appropriate expression.

R e a c h i n g  A l l  S t u d e n t s
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PRÉLIMINAIRE B cinq � 5

Conversation

Salut!
Work with a classmate. 
Have a conversation 
in French. Say as 
much as you can to 
each other.

Bonjour!
Work with a classmate. One of you will pretend to be an older person. 
Have a conversation. Say as much as you can to each other.

5

4

Salut, Rémi.

Salut, Julie. Ça va?

Ça va. Et toi?

Pas mal, merci.

Au revoir. 
Au revoir. À bientôt!

Préliminaire BPréliminaire B

Encourage students to use as many of the 
expressions for saying hello and good-bye as 
they have learned to date.

Encourage students to use as many of the 
expressions for saying hello and good-bye as

they have learned to date, being careful to observe
the conventions of formality.

5

4

ANSWERS

Verbal/Linguistic Learners 
Have students do the following:
• Say these expressions to a classmate. He

or she will answer.
Salut! Au revoir!
Ça va? Ciao!

• Say good-bye to their French teacher. 
Say they will see him or her tomorrow.

• Say good-bye to a friend. Say that they
will see him or her later in the day.

R e a c h i n g  A l l  S t u d e n t s

Recycling
This conversation recombines the
greetings and farewells presented
in Preliminary Lessons A and B.

Step 1 Have pairs of students pre-
sent the conversation to the class.
They can read it if necessary, but
many will probably be able to do it
on their own. If they make any
changes that make sense, that’s
fine.

Step 2 Encourage students to use
as much expression and as many
gestures as possible when present-
ing the conversation.

Conversation

Presentation
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Préliminaire CPréliminaire C Les noms

When you want to find out the
name of a person who is about
the same age as you, you can ask
Tu t’appelles comment?
However, you would not use this
expression with an older person.
You will learn the more formal
forms at a later time.

6 � six BIENVENUE

Finding out a person’s name

Tu t’appelles comment?
Get up from your desk. Walk around the room. Find out several 
of your classmates’ names. Let them know your name, too. 

1

Tu t’appelles
comment?

Moi, je m’appelle
Nicolas. Et toi?

Je m’appelle
Marie.

Salut, Nicolas.

Salut, Marie.

Préliminaire CPréliminaire C

Preview
In this lesson, students will learn
to tell their names and ask others
their own age for their names.

Students will use the question and 
answer taught on page 6.

1

ANSWERS

Finding out a 
person’s name

Step 1 Have students repeat the
miniconversation after you with
books closed. 

Step 2 Then have students open
books and read the conversation
aloud in pairs. 

Step 3 Have one student ask his
or her neighbor’s name. The stu-
dent who responds then asks the
next student and so on.

Presentation
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PRÉLIMINAIRE C sept � 7

Salut!
Have a conversation with a 
classmate. Find out each other’s 
name, how things are going, and 
say good-bye to each other.

Je m’appelle…
Look at this photograph of young French 
people introducing each other. Are they 
doing something that you probably 
would not do? What is it?

3

2

Alors, à bientôt!

À bientôt, Olivier!

Salut.

Conversation

Anne.

Salut. Tu t’appelles
comment?

Olivier. Et toi?

Préliminaire CPréliminaire C

Encourage students to use as many of 
the expressions that they have learned 
to date as possible.

They are shaking hands.3

2

ANSWERS

Recycling
This conversation recombines
greetings, farewells, and 
introductions. 

Step 1 Have pairs of students
present the conversation to the
class. They can read it if necessary,
but many will probably be able to
do it on their own. If they make
any changes that make sense,
that’s fine.

Conversation

Presentation
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Préliminaire DPréliminaire D La politesse

8 � huit BIENVENUE

Ordering food politely

Expressions of politeness are always appreciated. The following are the
French expressions for “please,” “thank you,” and “you’re welcome.”

Formal Informal

S’il vous plaît. S’il te plaît.
Merci (madame). Merci.
Je vous en prie. Je t’en prie.

Bonjour, mademoiselle.

Une limonade, 
s’il vous plaît.

Je vous en prie.

Merci.

Préliminaire DPréliminaire D

Preview
In this lesson, students will learn
to order a few simple food items.
They will also learn the polite ex-
pressions one needs to know
when dealing with people.

Ordering food 
politely

Step 1 Have students repeat the
dialogue.

Step 2 Have them read the infor-
mation about please, thank you, and
you’re welcome. Repeat the expres-
sions several times.

Presentation
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PRÉLIMINAIRE D neuf � 9

La politesse
With a classmate, practice reading the preceding conversation aloud. 
Be as animated and as polite as you can. 

Une limonade, s’il vous plaît.
You are at a café in Canada. Order the following things. Your partner will be 
the server. Be polite when you order.

2

1

1.

4.
5.

6.

un sandwich

un café

7.

3.

2.

un coca

une limonade

une crêpe

une pizza

une saucisse de Francfort,
un hot-dog

Expansion: Have students
change the dialogue to an
exchange between two classmates
at a French Club party:
—Salut, Marie. 
—Salut. Une limonade, s’il te

plaît.
—Merci.
—Je t’en prie.

1

Préliminaire DPréliminaire D

• In Canada, the word for lemon-
ade is une limonade. In France,
it is une citronnade. In France,
une limonade is a carbonated,
clear lemon-flavored soda.

• Un hot-dog is used in both
Canada and France. In France,
une saucisse de Francfort is
also used. �

About the French Language

Monitor students’ practice. Then ask for pairs
to perform their dialogue for the class.

Answers will vary, but students should follow
the model conversation on page 8 when doing 
this activity.

2

1

ANSWERS
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Préliminaire EPréliminaire E La date

10 � dix BIENVENUE

Telling the days of the week

C’est quel jour? 
Answer the following questions in French.

1. C’est quel jour aujourd’hui?
2. Et demain? C’est quel jour?

Telling the months

1

un
deux
trois
quatre
cinq
six

sept
huit
neuf
dix
onze
douze
     

Les nombres de 1 à 30

treize
quatorze
quinze
seize
dix-sept
dix-huit

dix-neuf
vingt
vingt et un
vingt-deux
vingt-trois
vingt-quatre

vingt-cinq
vingt-six
vingt-sept
vingt-huit
vingt-neuf
trente

To find out and give the day of the week, you say:

C’est quel jour aujourd’hui?
(Aujourd’hui), c’est lundi.
Demain, c’est mardi.

LUNDI MARDI MERCREDI JEUDI VENDREDI SAMEDI DIMANCHE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

janvier
février
mars
avril

mai
juin
juillet
août

septembre
octobre
novembre
décembre

Préliminaire EPréliminaire E

Preview
In this lesson, students will learn
the days of the week, the months,
and numbers from 1 to 30. These
topics will be reinforced and recy-
cled in later chapters.

Telling the days of
the week, Telling the
months

Step 1 Have students repeat the
days of the week and months of
the year.

Step 2 Have them give different
days of the week and months at
random, rather than in a fixed
order. Many students know the
days of the week when they recite
them in a row but don’t know the
difference between mardi and
jeudi, for example. Having them
give the days of the week in other
than a set order helps avoid this
problem.

Note: Although we will concern
ourselves with writing starting in
Chapter 1, point out to students
that days and months are not capi-
talized in French. (The calendar on
page 10 capitalizes the months
only as a matter of design.)

1. Aujourd’hui, c’est _____.
2. Demain, c’est _____.

1

ANSWERS

Presentation
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PRÉLIMINAIRE E onze � 11

Finding out and giving the date

Premier is used for the first day of the month. 
For other days you use deux, trois, quatre, etc.

le premier août
le deux septembre

C00-03C

La date, s’il vous plaît. 
Answer the following questions in French.

1. Quelle est la date aujourd’hui?
2. Et demain?

2

le 14 juillet à Paris
le 6 janvier

En quel mois?
Each of you will stand up in class and give the date of your birthday in French. Listen
carefully and keep a record of how many of you were born in the same month. Then
tell in French in which month the greatest number of students were born. In which
month were the fewest born?

3

LUNDI MARDI MERCREDI JEUDI VENDREDI SAMEDI DIMANCHE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

A O Û T

Quelle est la date
aujourd’hui?

(C’est) le trente et
un août.

Préliminaire EPréliminaire E

1. C’est le _____.
2. Demain, c’est le _____.

Students will give their birth date.

They can say: C’est le . or just le .

3

2

ANSWERS

Finding out and 
giving the date

In this lesson, we have presented
the numbers from 1 to 30 so stu-
dents can say the date. At this
point, students should not be ex-
pected to know these numbers
perfectly. They will be reintro-
duced in Chapters 1, 2, and 3. It is
suggested that you not make stu-
dents write the numbers.

Presentation
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Préliminaire FPréliminaire F L’heure

12 � douze BIENVENUE

1. To find out the time, you ask:

Il est quelle heure?

2. To give the time on the hour, you say:

1 h 2 h 10 h
Il est une heure. Il est deux heures. Il est dix heures.

3. To give the time after the hour, you say:

1 h 05 3 h 10 4 h 25
Il est une heure cinq. Il est trois heures dix. Il est quatre heures 

vingt-cinq.

4. To give the time before the hour, you say:

4 h 50 5 h 40 9 h 35 
Il est cinq heures Il est six heures moins Il est dix heures moins 

moins dix. vingt. vingt-cinq.

12 h 12 h
Il est midi. Il est minuit.

Telling time

Préliminaire FPréliminaire F

Preview
In this lesson, students will be 
introduced to telling time.

It is recommended that you teach
a few of these time expressions
each day rather than present them
all at once. A possible plan is:
Day 1: Il est une heure. Il est
deux heures. (hours)
Day 2: Il est une heure cinq. Il
est deux heures dix. (after the
hour)
Day 3: Il est une heure moins
cinq. Il est deux heures moins
dix. (before the hour)
Day 4: Il est une heure et demie.
Il est deux heures et quart, etc.

Telling time 

Step 1 Have students open their
books to page 12 or use
Vocabulary Transparency BV 8.
Have them repeat the time shown
on each clock after you. 

Step 2 Introduce the question, Il
est quelle heure? Then ask the
time for each clock.

Teaching Tip
Use a toy clock or make your own
cardboard clock with moveable
hands. Using the clock, ask Il est
quelle heure? Repeat the question
as many times as you can and
monitor student responses. Then
have a student ask the question
and have another respond.

Presentation
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PRÉLIMINAIRE F treize � 13

5. To express time on the quarter hour and half hour, you say:

6. If you need to specify whether it is A.M. or P.M., you can use the following expressions.

Il est six heures du matin. Il est quatre heures Il est onze heures du soir.
de l’après-midi.

Il est quelle heure?
Look at each clock and give the time.

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

1

2 h 15 6 h 45 6 h 30 
Il est deux heures et quart. Il est sept heures moins Il est six heures et demie. 

le quart.

Préliminaire FPréliminaire F

1. Il est deux heures moins dix.
2. Il est quatre heures vingt.
3. Il est trois heures et demie.
4. Il est trois heures.
5. Il est dix heures moins le quart.
6. Il est six heures et quart.

1

ANSWERS

Additional Practice Have students
tell what time it is.
1. 10 h 7. 2 h 15
2. 5 h 35 8. 1 h 10
3. 9 h 15 9. 9 h 30
4. 11 h 25 10. 4 h 05
5. 12 h 11. 11 h 55
6. 7 h 40

R e a c h i n g  A l l  S t u d e n t s

About the French Language
Point out how demi is spelled
after midi and minuit: midi et
demi, minuit et demi. After all
other times it is spelled demie:
une heure et demie, huit heures
et demie. �
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Conversation

Préliminaire FPréliminaire F

Students’ dialogues should be similar to the
model dialogue on page 14.

Students’ dialogues will vary but should include
expressions taught on pages 12–13.

3

2

ANSWERS

Have students read the 
dialogue before presenting it 
on their own.

Have students prepare 
several times on small slips of
paper to use in this activity 
before beginning. Have students
switch roles.

3

2

Presentation

Préliminaire FPréliminaire F

14 � quatorze BIENVENUE

Ciao!
Work with a classmate. Greet 
each other. Find out the time 
and react as if you have to get 
going.

Il est quelle heure, s’il te plaît?
Get up from your desk and walk around the room. Go up to a classmate.
Greet the person quickly and ask the time. Show your classmate a piece
of paper with a time on it. He or she will give you the time. 

3

2

Salut, Julie. Il est quelle
heure, s’il te plaît?

Il est trois heures vingt.

Trois heures vingt!
Déjà? Zut! Au revoir!

Au revoir, Vincent.
À bientôt!

Conversation
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Leçons préliminairesLeçons préliminaires

Greeting people

Giving titles

Saying good-bye

Finding out a person’s name

Being courteous

Telling the days of the week

Telling the months of the year

Telling time

Tu t’appelles comment?
Je m’appelle…

C’est quel jour?
lundi
mardi
mercredi

jeudi
vendredi

samedi
dimanche

aujourd’hui
demain

Quelle est la date?
janvier
février
mars

avril
mai
juin
juillet

août
septembre
octobre

novembre
décembre

Il est quelle heure?
Il est heure(s).

du matin
de l’après-midi
du soir

Il est midi.
Il est minuit.

Monsieur Madame Mademoiselle

Au revoir.
Ciao! 
À tout à l’heure.

À bientôt.
À demain.

VOCABULAIRE quinze � 15

Salut!
Bonjour!

Ça va?
Pas mal.

Bien.
Très bien.

How well do you 
know your vocabulary?

• Choose an expression 
from the list to begin a
conversation.

• Have a classmate respond.
• Take turns.S’il te plaît.

S’il vous plaît.
Merci.

Je t’en prie.
Je vous en prie.

Vocabulary Review
The words and phrases in the
Vocabulaire have been taught for
productive use in this chapter.
They are summarized here as a 
resource for both student and
teacher. 

You will notice that the vocabu-
lary list here is not translated.
This has been done intentionally,
since we feel that by the time stu-
dents have finished the material
in the lessons, they should be 
familiar with the meanings of 
all the words. If there are several
words they still do not know, we
recommend that they refer back
to the preliminary lessons or go
to the dictionaries at the back of
this book to find the meanings.
However, if you prefer that 
your students have the English
translations, please refer to
Vocabulary Transparency BV 1,
where you will find all the words
listed here with their translations.
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